
BLUE RAIDERS SPORTS REPORT APR 25 TO APR 30 

BY LARRY ETTER  

  Last week was an extremely busy stretch for Middletown Area High School 
sports teams.  The Boys’ Tennis team had its final regular-season match on 
Wednesday and then competed in the Mid Penn 2-A championships on Friday. The 
Girls’ Softball team had games on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and then 
competed in the Annville-Cleona tournament on Saturday. Meanwhile the Boys’ 
Baseball squad played on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. The games 
closed out the month of April as the seasons wind down for the 2022 Spring.   

TENNIS 

Middletown 4, Harrisburg Academy 1 

  On Wednesday the Middletown tennis team picked up another victory for the 
season in a 4-1 win over Harrisburg Academy.  Number 1 singles player Jackson 
Grimland started things off with a win over Sam Shvartsman in 6-0 and 6-3 sets.  
Doron Yospa came up short in 3-6, 1-6 sets to Aryan Vichare, which turned out to 
be Harrisburg Academy’s lone win of the match.  Caden Shomper followed with a 
win over Levi Kesler 7-5, 6-4 in the number 3 singles match.   

  In doubles action, Ethan Witmyer and Aidan Shaffer defeated the Shover/Huang 
team 6-3 and 6-1.  And in the number 2 doubles set Luke LeKites and Ayden 
Harper topped Ben Shvartsman and Mac Ertel 6-3 and 6-4 to wrap up the victory.  

Mid Penn Conference Championships 

  On Friday the Blue Raiders doubles teams both won Silver Medals in 2-A 
competitions.  In the championship sets LeKites and Harper lost to Trinity’s 
Kammanpully & Schiffer and Witmyer and Shaffer also lost to Trinity’s duo of 
Larome & Bayley. The efforts earned the two doubles pairs silver medals.   

  In singles action Yospa lost in the first round to eventual gold medal winner 
Anthony Huynh of East Pennsboro and Shomper lost to Ducky Miller of Camp 
Hill.   

BASEBALL 

Junior Varsity Raiders 9, Trinity 7 



  On Tuesday the Junior Varsity team enjoyed a good road trip to Camp Hill and 
came away with an exciting 9-7 victory at Trinity.  The Raiders scored 9 runs on 
12 hits with key hits coming in the 6th inning after the Shamrocks had tied the 
score at 7-7.  J. P. Horetsky knocked in the go-ahead run in the top of the 6th and 
then pitched the 7th inning to save the win.  Derek Brooks started on the mound for 
the Raiders, going 3 innings. Middletown coach Bob Gomboc used 4 other pitchers 
(Joe Gassert, Logan Benner, R.J. Gomboc and Landon Cochran) in relief before 
Horetsky closed it out in the 7th.  

  Keyser, Isaiah Crosson, Cochran, Aaron Nordai and Horetsky had hits in the win. 

*Thanks to Tasha Cochran for the assist in providing info about the game.   

Middletown Varsity 10, Milton Hershey 4 

  The home game against Milton Hershey on Monday kicked off an eventful week 
for the Blue Raiders’ baseball team. After getting off to a slow start against the 
struggling Spartans the Middletown team regrouped with a rallying 4-run fourth 
inning and added five more scores in the fifth to subdue their opponents.   

  The Raiders scored a single run in the bottom of the first inning but saw the lead 
melt away as the visitors scored three times in the top of the third to take a 
surprising 3-1 lead.  That score held up until the bottom of the fourth when the 
Raiders’ bats finally came alive. Ryan Thear and Nick Crognale both scored on 
passed balls, Braelen Huber scored on a fielder’s choice and A. J. Stains raced 
home on a sacrifice sly by Tyson Leach to push the home team ahead 5-3.  

  In the fifth inning Max Dupes led off with a double and scored on a single by 
Dylan Maxwell for one run. Maxwell scored on a fielder’s choice, Thear came 
home on an RBI single by Stains and two more runs came in on a wild pitch and 
RBI single by Leach.  Milton Hershey scored a single run in the top of the sixth but 
would get no more. Thear started on the mound for the Middletown side and went 
three innings. Leach picked up the win in relief and Huber closed it out for the 
winners.  

Middletown 4, Harrisburg 2 

  Officially the game ended in a forfeit by Harrisburg following an unfortunate on-
field incident in the top of the fifth inning. The Blue Raiders again got off to a 
shaky start as the visiting Cougars scored two runs in the top of the first inning. 
The Raiders scored a single run in the home half of the opening frame on a 



sacrifice fly by Ryan Souders. Trailing 2-1 heading into the top of the third inning 
Leach led off with a bloop single.  With one out Leach scored on a single to right 
by Dupes that tied the score. Souders followed with a shot that cleared the left field 
fence for a two-run homer that gave the home team a 4-2 lead.   

  With Leach on the mound in relief of Dupes the Cougars came up empty in the 
top of the fourth, but so, too, did the Raiders in the home half. In the top of the 
fifth, the problems arose with two outs when tempers flared. As a result, the game 
was stopped and Harrisburg forfeited, ending the contest.   

Middletown 10, Big Spring 8 

  On Friday the Blue Raiders needed 8 innings to earn the decision against the host 
Bulldogs at Big Spring.  The Raiders scored twice in the top of the second inning, 
but fell behind when the Bulldogs scored 4 runs in the bottom of the fifth.   The 
runs came after starter Nick Crognale hurt his hand sliding into second and had to 
be replaced on the mound.  The Blue Raiders, however, collected four runs in the 
top of the sixth to go ahead 8-4. But the lead would not hold up.   

  Big Spring rallied with a 4-run 7th to send the game into the extra inning.  In the 
top of the 8th the Middletown nine plated two runs that turned out to be the winning 
scores.  The Raiders ended with 10 runs on 8 hits, while the Bulldogs collected 8 
runs on 8 hits.  Both teams’ defenses had multiple errors in the non-divisional 
matchup.  Stains led the Raiders with 3 hits while Souders and Thear had two each.  
Huber pitched three innings for the win, the 10th of the season for the Raiders.   

Annville-Cleona 2, Middletown 1 

  On Saturday morning at home the Raiders simply could not get the timely hits 
they needed as they fell to the visiting Dutchmen 2-1.  The offense left 12 men 
stranded in the game as the hits just wouldn’t come.  Two fielding errors in the first 
inning led to Annville-Cleona’s only runs of the game in the non-league contest.  

  Thear took the loss despite a really good outing on the mound for the Middletown 
side.  Thear gave up just 4 hits and struck out 6 before giving way to J. P. Horetsky 
with two outs in the sixth inning.  The Blue Raiders scored their lone run in the 
bottom of the fifth on a sacrifice fly by Tyson Leach. The Raiders had six hits in 
the loss.  Leach had three of the hits.   

SOFTBALL 

Middletown 14, Milton Hershey 0 



  In a dominant performance the Middletown softball team routed home team 
Milton Hershey on Monday 14-0.   The Lady Blue Raiders scored 6 runs in the 
first inning, 2 in the second, 1 in the third, 2 in the fourth and 3 more in the 5th to 
win easily.  The Raiders had 11 hits in the game.  Carly Dupes led the way, going 
2-for-4 with a homerun and driving in 5 runs.  Christine Miller went 3-for-4 with a 
pair of doubles and 2 RBIs. Cam Martinez and Chloe Kahler had RBIs in the win.   

  In the pitching circle Miller continued her excellent season, going 5 innings and 
giving up just 1 hit and 0 walks.  The defense committed no errors in the game 
with Sara Dintiman handling all 8 chances in the field.   

Middletown 5, Harrisburg 4 

  In a tight, Capital Division matchup, the Lady Blue Raiders broke up a 0-0 game 
with a single run in the bottom of the third for the lead.  But Harrisburg scored 4 
runs in the top of the fourth to forge ahead 4-1.  After plating a pair of runs in the 
bottom of the fifth to close the gap the home team produced the tying and winning 
runs in the bottom of the sixth.  From the pitching circle Miller held the guests 
scoreless in the top of the 7th ice the victory.   

  Kahler and Cadence Lines stroked home runs in the win.  Dintiman was 2-for-3 
with 3 RBIs. Ally Cleland and Martinez also had hits for the winners. Miller went 
7 complete innings with 8 strikeouts and yielded 6 hits in the win. Harrisburg’s 
pitcher struck out 13 in the loss.   

East Pennsboro 8, Middletown 3 

  On Thursday, the Lady Raiders had to take on Capital Division leader East 
Pennsboro.  The Lady Raiders broke a 0-0 tie in the top of the fifth inning for the 
first lead, but the Panthers answered with 6 runs in the bottom of the frame to jump 
ahead 6-1.  The Raiders would get just two more runs, 1 in the sixth and 1 in the 7th 
as Capers controlled the game from the pitching circle.  

  East Pennsboro scored twice in the bottom of the sixth to pad their lead and held 
the visitors to the single run in the top of the 7th to lock up the win. On offense the 
Lady Panthers scored 8 runs on 9 hits against Miller and the Middletown defense. 
In the fifth inning Miller was safe on an error, went to second on a wild pitch, 
reached third on a single by Carly Dupes and scored on another wild pitch. In the 
6th inning Dintiman doubled to right driving in Lines. The final run came in the top 
of the 7th when Cleland doubled in Luvi Balliet. Cleland went 2-for-4 at the plate 
in the loss.  Miller had 6 strikeouts.   



Annville-Cleona Tournament 

  At Annville-Cleona on Saturday, the Lady Raiders came out big winners, 
claiming victories in both of their games to bring home a trophy.  In the first game 
the Middletown softballers defeated Spring Grove 4-2.  In the second game Cedar 
Crest fell to the Raiders 8-5.  Against the Rockets the Raiders yielded a run in the 
top of the fourth inning but tied the game in the bottom of the fifth. After Spring 
Grove eased ahead 2-1 in the top of the sixth the Raiders scored three times in the 
home half, which proved to be the winning runs.  The Middletown side had 8 hits 
in the game.  Dintiman and Balliet each had two while Cleland, Kahler, Miller and 
Martinez each added one.  Miller got the win going 7 full with 13 strikeouts and 
scattering 6 hits.   

Against the Cedar Cliff Falcons in the second game the Lady Raiders scored three 
runs in the third inning, 1 in the fourth and 4 in the top of the 7th to key the 
tournament win.  The 4-run 7th turned out to be an important surge as the home 
side Falcons scored twice in the bottom of the frame to make it close.  Miller again 
got the win, going 7 innings with 5 strikeouts against Cedar Crest batters who 
punched out 10 hits in the loss.  The Lady Raiders knocked out 15 hits in the win. 
Balliet was on fire at the plate, going 4-for-4 with a pair of RBIs.  

  Lines and Dintiman both had 3 hits, Kahler added 2 and Cleland, Mehlia 
Rinesmith and C. White each had one.   

  

      

 


